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PRESIDENT'S VISIT 

1. BELOW IS AN INTERVIEW WHICH APPEARED ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE 
THURSDAY, JUNE 13, ISSUE OF THE BEIRUT DAILY STAR. ALTHOUGH 

THE "SENIOR FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL" IS NOT 
NAMED HIS COMMENTS IN MY OPINION GIVE A FAIRLY ACCURATE 
PICTURE OF HOW OFFICIAL SYRIANS AT LEAST VIEW THE PRESI- 
DENT’S TRIP. UPON A CAREFUL READING OF IT, I BELIEVE THE 
ARTICLE RINGS TRUE AND IS WORTHY OF YOUR ATTENTION AS 
WELL AS THAT OF THE SECRETARY. 

2. QTE: DAMASCUS, JUNE 12 - SYRIA IS NOT LOOKING 
FOR ANYTHING SPECIFIC FROM THE NIXON VISIT. SAID A 
SENIOR FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL HERE WEDNESDAY. 

3. QTE: "IT WILL NOT BE LIKE THE KISSINGER TRIP. FOR US. 

IT IS MORE IMPORTANT TO HAVE A DIALOGUE, TO SOUND OUR 
ASPIRATIONS AND OUR HOPES SO THAT THE AMERICANS REALIZE 
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THAT THERE IS A REAL OPPORTUNITY FOR A TRUE ARAB-AMERICAN 
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FRIENDSHIP”, HE SAID. 

4. QTE: IT WAS MUCH BETTER THAT SYRIA DIDN'T RELY ON ONE 
SOURCE ALONE, AND IT WAS IN SYRIA'S INTEREST TO DIVERSIFY. 

5. QTE: "BUT WHEN WE OPENED THE DOOR TO THE WEST, WE ARE NOT 
GOING TO CLOSE IT TO THE EAST. WE THINK IT IS MUCH BETTER 
FOR OUR SOCIETY TO HEAR FROM BOTH SIDES - AND TO LEARN FROM 
BOTH SIDES." 

6. QTE: AMERICA, AS A SUPERPOWER, CANNOT BE ABSENT FROM 
THE AREA "ALTHOUGH GEOGRAPHICALLY THE UNITED STATES IS FAR 
FROM US THE FRIENDSHIP IS VERY NECESSARY NOT ONLY JUST 

FOR SYRIA'S INTERESTS BUT ALSO FOR AMERICA'S TOO. AND MORE 
IMPORTANT FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST." 

7. QTE: ASKED HOW THE SYRIANS REGARD AMERICA S CONTRIBU- 
TION TO ISRAEL, THE OFFICIAL SAID THIS COULD BE "A LEVERAGE. 
WOULD THE U.S. HAVE ANY MEANS TO INFLUENCE ISRAEL IF SHE 
STOPPED PROVIDING IT WITH MATERIALS AS SHE NOW DOES? 

8. QTE: "THIS IS THE LEVERAGE THAT AMERICA CAN USE." 

IF THE UNITED STATES HAD NOT BEEN EVENHANDED IN ITS POLICY, 

THEN THE DISENGAGEMENT ACCORD WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN REACHED. 

9. DISENGAGEMENT WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP, BECAUSE 

BY REACHING THIS AGREEMENT, IT MEANS THAT THE DOOR ALREADY 
IS OPENED. 

10. QTE: NOTHING OFFICIALLY HAS BEEN SAID YET ON THE 
PROJECTED $100 MILLION GRANT WHICH HAS BEEN PROPOSED BY 
NIXON. "ANYWAY, IT IS NOT SUCH A LARGE AMOUNT, SYRIA CAN 

GET ECONOMIC AID FROM OTHER SOURCES, FROM THE ARAB COUNTRIES, 
AND IF WE FOLLOW A MORE BALANCED ATTITUDE, THEN THERE WILL 
BE NO SHORTAGE OF MONEY. I THINK THIS DIALOGUE WITH THE 
U.S. WILL BRING BACK THE CONFIDENCE THE FOREIGN INVESTORS 
ARE LOOKING FOR," HE SAID. 

1 1 . QTE: "THE AMOUNT OF $ 100 MILLION MAY BE AS A GESTURE 
FROM AMERICA. IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT FOR THE NIXON 
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ADMINISTRATION TO ASK FOR GENEROSITY FOR SYRIA AT THIS 
STAGE. THE LOW-KEY APPROACH, HOWEVER, MIGHT MEET WITH 
MORE RESPONSE FROM A U.S. CONGRESS." 

12. QTE: "BUT I BELIEVE THERE IS ENOUGH MATURITY ON BOTH 
SIDES NOW, IF THERE IS GOING TO BE A REAL UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN US AND THE AMERICANS, THEN THIS NEW MARRIAGE IS 
DIVORCE-PROOF. I DON'T THINK THE AMERICANS WILL TRY TO 
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IMPOSE THEIR OUTLOOK AND IDEOLOGY ON US. AND FOR OUR PART, 

WE WILL NOT TAKE THE ATTITUDE THAT EVERYTHING AMERICAN IS TO 
BE HATED AND REFUSED." 

13. QTE: REFERRING TO THE INHERENT DIFFICULTIES ON U.N. 

RESOLUTION 242 THE OFFICIAL SAID HE BELIEVED WHAT WAS 
REQUIRED WAS "A NEW LINGUISTIC DEFINITION," NEITHER SYRIA 
NOR EGYPT HAVE SAID THEY ARE GOING TO GENEVA UNDER 242 "WE 
HAVE MENTIONED 338. THEY WILL NOT LOSE ANYTHING BY CHANGING 
THE WORDING OF THE RESOLUTION SO AS TO GIVE THE PALESTINIANS 
AN ACCEPTABLE ROLE. AFTER ALL, THEY ARE A PEOPLE AND SHOULD 
BE RECOGNIZED AS SUCH." UNQTE. 
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